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RICHMOND READINGS❦ 

We don’t have to tell you that we are in a 
downward economy and the Richmond 

Memorial Library is certainly feeling the pinch of 
these challenging economic times. The Richmond 
Memorial Library Executive Board reviewed its 
proposed 2008-2009 budget during its May 19 
meeting. At that time we thought that a grant 
to the library had been approved for $300,410. 
The library had requested a grant of $303,410. 
The Board of Selectmen recommended the lower 
amount to the Board of Finance. In a shift by the 
BOF, the Board of Selectmen were given a bud-
get figure during the Town annual meeting that 
required that the BOS decide allocations and bal-
ance the budget. Subsequently, the library grant 
was cut another $3,000 to $297,410.

The library is feeling the recession pinch and it 
has not met its income projections this year. The 
Library does not rely solely on the Town grant for 
its operating income, but other sources as well 
such as the RML Association membership annual 
support campaign, fines, grants and donations. 
“People who are strapped to make ends meet just 
do not have the disposable income to make dona-
tions to non profits and other organizations,” said 
Board Chair Linda Cherry. “Our income is down 
this year, especially in Association membership, 
so this will result in us having to make adjust-
ments to the library budget. Combine this with a 
less than one percent increase from the Town and 
it is not a rosy picture for us.”

The library budget begins getting built each 
fall, just after the Association membership cam-
paign starts. At that time, things looked much 
better economically in Connecticut and our 
income was coming in on track. It was not until 
February that it became obvious that we were not 
going to be able to meet our income projections 
this year. “We haven’t been able to generate the 
income needed for this year. Unfortunately, the 
Board of Finance followed the Board of Select-

man’s recommendation to reduce our request,” 
said Library Director Nancy Wood. “It is surpris-
ing to have budget decisions made so close to the 
next fiscal year. Next fall, people will see what we 
have had to eliminate, but that is how the process 
is being done this year. This could jeopardize our 
State library grant.”

Our overall operating budget for next fiscal 
year is decreasing over the preceding year. Obvi-
ously, this means reductions had to be made on 
the expenses side of the budget. Line items that 
have been reduced include all collection materi-
als: books – including multiple copies of best sell-
ers, audio books, compact discs, DVDs, recorded 
books, museum passes and magazines. The tech-
nology refresh line was reduced, meaning that for 
the second year in a row, the most likely scenario 
will be that no computers will be replaced. Over 
the past decade, library computers had been 
upgraded every four years on a rotating schedule 
with three machines being replaced each year. In 
years past, these expenditures were part of the 
Capital Improvement Program, not part of the 
library’s operating budget. We are trying to pre-
serve programs for children and teens but adult 
programs will be greatly reduced. We had hoped 
to put more historic material online, but that 
project is on hold for now. We will discontinue 
Info Anytime (24 hour online reference service) 
and the Online Book Clubs. We will evaluate our 
service hours and reduce them if necessary.

Last, this could be your final printed newslet-
ter. The September issue definitely will not be 
published, and we will evaluate the situation in 
December. Our award winning newsletter was 
distributed townwide three times a year. “We are 
very sorry to have to make these cuts, but with-
out adequate Town support we have no alterna-
tive. Sadly, you just can’t run a public library on 
donations,” said Library Board Vice-President Bob 
Allen. 

Library Budget Takes a Hit
Could this be our last newsletter?
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  There’s a bug going around the Library this summer, 
and the RML staff is hoping everyone catches it! It’s the 
2008 Summer Reading Program, aptly named, “Catch 
the Reading Bug!”

This buggy reading adventure begins on Kick-off 
Night, Tuesday, June 17 at 6 PM. Preschoolers, students, 
teens and adults are all invited to sign-up for a read-
ing program and kids will also receive their incentive 
prizes. Beginning at 6:30 PM, we’ll be entertained by 
Mike Kachuba’s “Earthworms, Doodlebugs & Dirt” 
musical performance that will have the whole family 
buzzin’!

Children who partici-
pate in the summer reading 
program will keep track 
of their time spent reading 
and earn cootie-bug ‘parts’ 
in their reading record. 
When an hour is com-
pleted, they will also help 
to create a giant cootie-bug 
on the Library window. 
There will also be a prize 
drawing for those who 
complete the eight hours of 
reading this summer. Says 
Children’s/Young Adult 
Librarian Eileen Washburn, 
of the reading bug, “If an 
epidemic breaks out, it will 
be a good thing”.

The Library has lots of 
other fun programs planned as well. Two Connecticut 
authors will be visiting RML for some creepy fun this 
summer. Leslie Bulion, author of Hey There, Stink Bug! 
will share her bug journals and collections, and intro-
duce us to insects as “Pure Poetry” on June 25, spon-
sored by the Marlborough PTO. Author and naturalist 
John Himmelman visits on August 5 and brings his 
multimedia presentation which is humorous and at 
times, horrifying!

Magician Debbie O’Carroll shows us a day in the life 
of a honey bee in her performance of “Bee Magic” on 
July 9. And our youngest patrons can join Ms. Eileen 
for Bee Bop Pooh Storytime on July 15. Our story 
time room will be transformed into the Hundred Acre 
Wood as we hear stories and make a craft all about our 
friend Pooh, and his favorite thing – HONEY! Ms. Patty 
will also present Stories in the Shade on Wednesdays 
at 10:30 AM this summer, in our own Hundred Acre 

Wood outside.
School aged kids will want to be around on July 24 

as we welcome Improv-4-Kids, a professional theatre 
program that is the official outreach program for kids 
of NYC’s Laugh Factory. The audience will get to run 
the show! The Museum of CT History will be visiting 
on July 31 with their popular “CT Invents” program de-
signed especially for students entering grades 4 & 5.

And to top it all off, we’re making it a family affair 
with Marlborough’s first-ever (that we know of!) FAM-
ILY CREATE-A-BUG CONTEST! Starting on kick-off 

night, families can pick up a brown bag full 
of goodies to make their own one-of-a-kind 
bug to be displayed at the Library. The 
bugs will be voted on and prizes awarded 
at BEE Movie Night – (when we watch 
the movie on our totally buggin’ plasma 
television, and eat snacks) on Wednesday, 
August 13.

Area teens will want to watch RML’s 
teen blog for upcoming information on 
their summer reading program – Don’t Bug 
Me @ the Library. Stay tuned for updates at 
marlteens.wordpress.com. Teens will have 
an opportunity to earn ‘MarlBucks’ again 
this year to be used at a Silent Auction in 
August. But first they will have to partici-
pate in games such as ‘I Spy’ and ‘RML 
Survivor’. The Library will also have some 

teen programs this summer 
including Soda-Can Tab 
Bracelets, the Buzz on Flip-
Flops, and a parent/teen 
cooking class that will 
leave you happy as a roly-
poly bug in dirt.

Teens and adults can 
start signing-up for their respective reading programs 
at kick-off night as well. As in past years, there will be a 
weekly prize drawing for adults who read and fill out a 
weekly entry form.

Area businesses are supporting our efforts to 
promote literacy and donations have been received 
from the following: Liberty Bank, Marlborough Family 
Dental, P.C., Marlborough Tavern, Marlborough Health 
Care Center and Lily’s Frame & Art.

Information on these programs can be found on the 
Library website at www.richmondlibrary.info or call 
295-6210 for more information. Better yet, stop in and 
help us “Catch the Reading Bug”!

Catch the Reading Bug!
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Nine Towns Reading Together!
The nine East of the River Reads libraries have made 
their book selection for this year. It’s the World War 
II mystery, Billy Boyle by James R. Benn. “It’s the first 
time we have chosen a mystery and we hope the topic, 
WWII will interest lots of readers. We realize our previ-
ous titles had female authors and may have had more 
appeal to women so we are hoping for a large group 
of readers with this winning combination of mystery 
and World War II. Multiple titles of the book will be 
available at Richmond Memorial Library. We hope that 
author will make a local presentation this fall.

We’re on the Move
This spring the Richmond Memorial Library Execu-
tive Board hired consultant Cheryl Bryan to look at the 
library with a fresh eye and make recommendations 
as to how we could reconfigure the library to improve 
service. Ms. Bryan is a nationally known library space 
expert and author of Managing Facilities for Results: 
Optimizing Space for Services. She spent a day here in 
April observing library usage patterns, evaluating our 
space and interviewed staff and Board members. Her 
key comment was, “You need more space!” Her time 
here was followed with a written report which the 
Board and Staff have reviewed. Discussion ensued and 
some of her recommendations regarding the collection 
and building are being pursued.

“Cheryl’s visit really was self-validating for us, 
as many things we had already considered, but just 
needed a little push of encouragement,” said Library 
Director Nancy Wood. “We know we are out of space, 
so now we are just looking at optimizing what we have. 
Look for changes in the near future.”

Calendar
June 17 – Summer Reading Kick-Off Night, sponsored 

by Liberty Bank, Marlborough Office, 6 PM

 June 25 – Stories in the Shade, 10:30 AM

June 25 – Insects are Pure Poetry with author Les-
lie Bulion, 1 PM (ages 4 & up), sponsored by the 
Marlborough PTO

July 2 – Stories in the Shade, 10:30 AM

July 4 & 5 – Library closed, Independence Day weekend

July 9 – Bee Magic with Magician Debbie O’Carroll, 10 
AM (ages 3-12) – no Stories in the Shade today

July 15 – Bee Bop Pooh Story Time, 10:30 AM, (ages 3 
-6), registration required

July 16 - Stories in the Shade, 10:30 AM

July 23 – Stories in the Shade, 10:30 AM

July 24 – Improv for Kids, 4 PM, (ages 5 & up), place 
to be announced

July 30 – Stories in the Shade, 10:30 AM

July 31 – Connecticut Invents with the Museum of CT 
History, 10:30 AM (must be entering grades 4 & 5)

 August 5 – Insects and Their Amazing Stories with 
author John Himmelman, 3 pm, ages 4 & up, spon-
sored by Marlborough Health Care Center

August 13 – Bee Movie Night, 6 PM

August 20 – RML Friends Ice Cream Social, 6 PM

Momentous Staff Anniversaries

Lots of milestones lately with staff continuous years of 
service: 
Carol Bartok – 20 yrs Lee Phillips – 24 yrs
Carol Beyerly – 20 yrs Daphine Vail – 23 yrs
Ann Grybko – 31 yrs Eileen Washburn – 6 yrs
Linda Herrmann – 30 yrs Nancy Wood – 15 yrs 

Credit Where Credit is Due
David Anderson – Donation of DVDs 
Grace, Ron, Jen and Robert Carlson – Donation in 
memory of Dillon Wilson

David Porteous – Donation of Individual Investors 
Guide to Top Mutual Funds

Sendlein Family – Donation of the Dresden Series
Patty Kulju – Donation of DVDs
Nancy Wood – Donation of DVD

The Hart Family – Donation of DVD

Pat Cosgrove – Pfizer Foundation volunteer grant
Nancy Considine – Donation for local history project
Marlborough Post Office employees – Donation in 
memory of Peter Abel

Judy Friday – Donation for adult books
Marlborough PTO – Donation for museum passes: 
Children’s Museum of Connecticut, Mystic Seaport 
and Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame

Marlborough Junior Women’s Club – Donation for 
Book-a-Baby, Book-a-Grad books

Liberty Bank – Summer Reading Sponsor
Marlborough Family Dental – Summer Reading 
Sponsor

Marlborough Health Care Center – Summer Reading 
Sponsor

Marlborough PTO – Summer Reading Sponsor
Marlborough Tavern – Summer Reading Sponsor
Lily’s Frame & Art – Summer Reading Sponsor
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Betty & Bill Keister

Betsy & John Craggs
Joseph & Patricia Raffin

Rose Marie & Gar Fellman

Debbie & David Bourbeau
Gregory J. Lowrey, J.D., 

CPA

Mr. & Mrs. Harold 
Hurlbutt

Meredith P. Dunbar
Margot & Joe Sheehan
The Trippel Family
Harold & Nancy Wood

Alice & Don Hautman

John & Ann Grybko
Michael Nastri
The Bergman Family

Bill & Carol Beyerly
Tom & Karen Brophy
Linda & Jim Cherry
Richard & Lile Couture
Judy Farrell
Donald & Lindalee Favry
Jack & Lin Gotta
Intelligent Motion Systems, 

Inc.
Kelly Family
Judith LaCava
LaPoint Family
Rick McMahon
Jim & Barbara Montstream
Betty & George O’Brien
John & Wendy Paggioli
Don & Jann Parker
Eileen & Wally Pearson
The Quincy Family
Bonnie & Sean Reynolds
George & Elinor Ribnicky
Camille & Greg Servodidio
George & Madeline Sevich
Denis & Sandra Soucy
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher 

Stratton
The Vogel Family
Weselyj Family
Mike, Dawn, Casey & Jake 

Zammitti

Robert D. Allen
Peter & Joanne Goode
Richard & Paula Lemieux
John & Carol Orzech & 

Family
Peter & Anne Wursthorn

Tom & Wanda Reiser

Richard & Nicolette 
Banbury

The O’Neil Family

The Adamsons
Allain Family
Margaret Annino & Jake 

Kalandyk
Appleton/Bolton Family
Pat & Erich Aust
Ed & Holli Bacon
Ed & Nancy Bader
Bowen Family
Linda J. Bromley
Richard & Theresa 

Buczynski
Julie Carter
Jim & Meg Catenzaro
Theodore D. Chambers
Chrostowsky Family

The Cochefski Family
Lynne L. Cooper
Lynn & Dominic Corsale
Arnold and Barbara 

Cosgrove
Donna Crossley
Bob, Kim & Natalie Danek
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Dembek
Carole L. Eller
Dolores & Warren Firmin
William & Carol Fish
Pat Fitton & Bob Wargo
Steve & Tina Ford
Norman & Judith Friday
Michel & Sue Gallagher
Adrian & Diana Genotti
Michael Gifford
Robert Gnocchi & Patti 

Maroney
Barry & Donna Goodwill
Walter T. Gregory
Mike & Debbie Gut
John & Sandra Haines
Patrick & Laura Hart
Philip Hebenstreit
Claudette & Ned Hickey
Harminder & Susan Hora
Don & Joanne Huelsman
Glenn & Stephande Jacobs
Thomas & Susan Jacobs
Kathy & Norm Jacques
Mr. & Mrs. David A. 

Johnson
The Kasuga-Laliberte 

Family
Don & Terri Kuerner
Deborah Lage
John & Kathy Larensen
The Leahy Family
Martin & Linda Legault
John & Eileen Lumsden
Jan MacDonald
Shirley M. MacLachlan
George & Barbara Malczyk
Mr.& Mrs. Paul McCarron 

Matthew
Robert & Gail Maxwell
Leo & Kim Mazotas
Tim McGuiness
Charles & Nancy McKay
Tom & Kathie McNally
Tom & Betsy McNamara
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Merritt
Seth & Amy Miller
Paulette Montemerlo & 

George Adams
Neary Family
Susan Nilsen
John & Nancy O’Connell
David & Liz O’Meara
Passacantando Family
Richard & Leila Phillips
Sue, Jeff & Ben Pitler
Irina Popow-Horsa
Dave & Pat Porteous
Roskin Family
Schaus Family
Dennis & Jo Schultz
The Schweizer Family
Sclafani Family
Bill & Linda Secord
Seethaler-Baker Family
Mary & Grady Shevchenko
Jay & Jean Signor
Carla & Rich Smith
Chuck Thibodeau & Celine 

Ryan
Earl & Sylvia Thompson
Bernie & Susan Trafford
James & Mary-Jane Traska
Tom & JoAnn Truglio
SueTrzcienski

Mary & Roger VanDerlip
The Vishnosky Family
The Wagner Family
Barbara Watson & Marc 

Weber
Edward Wazer
Jean Wilson

Matthew & Lorelle Wilson
Jon & Kathy Wood & 

Family
Mr. & Mrs. Carl W. 

Zirkenbach
Jim & Karen Zupnik

Robert & Amelia Burger

John, Elaine, Sophia & 
Niko Arruda

Alex, Donna & Mike Ulloa
Brenda & Michael Bula
Carole & Bob Jeffries

Brenda Abrams
American Legion Post 197
Harry S. Anderson
Mr. & Mrs. Bernard Auger
John & Jan Ayer
George & Carol Bartok
Midge & Vic Battaglioli
The Bennici Family
Bill & Gerry Black
Lorna & Richard Bolduc
Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence 

Bostrom
Cheryl & Bob Brodell
Ed & Linda Brookman
The Brudz-Rodriguez 

Family
Gale & David Busemeyer
Elaine Castro
Peter Catania & Heidi 

Warner
Norman & Margaret Cavoli
Craig Chadwick & Debra 

Guerard
David & Lillian Chase
Bob & Sheila Chervenak
The Chesnutt Family
Chmielewski Family
Leo & Joan Christmas
John & Maryellen Cillizza
Leila Clark
Carolyn & Dennis Cloutier
Norma Coleman
Mr. & Mrs. C. Colombo
Joe & Louise Concodello
Michael & Mary Coyle
Peter & Eileen Crapulli
Kevin & Nancy Cronin
Mr. Erwin D. Cummings
John & Karen Cunningham
Tom & Cathy Cunningham
Bruce & Natalie Dana
Marie Davis
Howard Dean & Terry 

Concannon
Cliff & Dorothy Denniss
Michael & Kathy DeSanto
Bill & Jean Descy
Nancy W. Dickson
Karen & Ken Dootson
Bill & Janette Dziatko
The Egazarian Family
Jay & Paula Fagan
James & Robin Farquhar
Judy Folger
Robert & Marjorie Foran
Tracey Garbarino & James 

M. Peters
John & Lynn Gardiner
The Garmise Family
James & Linda Garrett
The Gaudinski Family

Theseus George
Bill & Pat Gould
John & Deborah Grasso
James & Marguerite Gray
Michael & Robin 

Greenwald
Cindy Hagi
Welles & Sandra Hale
Diana & Dennis Hancin
Albert & Linda Harmon
Charles & Juanita Harper
Jim & Lisa Hartman
The Henderschedt Family
Gregory & Amy Hester
Kris Hudock
Jennifer Hutton
Gordon Isleib
Heidi Jabs
Rick & Sue Jacobson
Gail & Russell Johnston
The Jones Family
Kathi & John Karp
James & Ruth Kelly
Irene Klein
Kleszczynski Family
The Knaack Family
Doug & Judy Knowlton
James & Reeja Koonankeil
LaDouceur Family
Celeste Lagonick
Karen M. Langlois
Mr. & Mrs. W.A.Ledwith, 

Jr.
David & Midge Lenihan
Joan & Lee Lester
Ann & Gerry Loftus
June & Peter LoMaglio
Christine Reilly Lombardo
Kenneth & Phyllis Lord
Jack & Melody Macary
Sandra MacDonald
Franklin & Donna Magner
Tony & Helen Maiorano
The Malcolm Family
James & Evelyn Malloy
Chris & Kathleen Manero
Joseph P. Manner
Joel & Deborah Martin
Masotti Family
David, Donna, Duncan & 

Jackson Matulis
Micki Maynard
Judi & Rob McBrair
The McGaughey Family
Doug & Barbara Meyer
J.L. Mickiewicz
Christine, Scott & Max 

Miller
Mocko Family
The Mondrach Family
Jack & Barbara Mosley
John & Annette Navickas
Deborah Oborski
Bill & Sharon O’Brien
Birgitta O’Brien
The O’Connor Family
George Overbaugh
Paul & Barbara Palmer
Terry Parker
Robert & Sherry Pensak
Victor & Ann Preissner
Bob & Barbara Purdell
Mike & Linda Rajpolt
Sandra Rand
Jim & Barbara Reed
The Rinaldo Family
Zane & Barbara Roberts
Janet & Ronald 

Romanowski
Eric & Priscilla Rorstrom
Mr. & Mrs. William E. 

Salinsky

Mr. & Mrs. Robert C. 
Sanville

Pam & Dennis Sardi
Beth & GarySargent
John & Barbara Sarnik
Violet & Russell 

Schwarzmann
Carole & Richard Shea
Alta Sibiga
Steve & Andrea Silverstein
Keith & Susan Smith
William D. Soares
Peter W. Soulsby
Ida L. Spooner
Richard & Linda Stachelek
Tom Steinberg
Harold & Elizabeth 

Sullivan
Dr. & Mrs. Edward Tarka 

& Family
Joan & Ken Terry
Gil & Laurie Thompson
Gordon Thorner
James Tillona
Bruce & Vicki Tolhurst
Cindy & Ray Turner
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Ulion
Reet Uus
Frank & Jane Valvo
Edward & Shirley Walton
Virginia A. Wasynczuk
Fiona Watts
Mary K. Weeks
Betty Welch
Robert & Sandra Wilcox
Pat & Craig Williams
The Woerle Family
Yvonne M. Wright
The Young Family
Vinnie & Laura Zito

Diana & Paul Briganti
Brough Family
Marie H. Johnson
Mohsen Rajaee
Robert & Doris Whitehill

Sal Aresti
Stanley Balamucki
Bill & Betty Baldwin
Baribault Family
Paul R. Bednarz
Diane K. Blackman
Bonnie L. Bonomo
Gisele Bosse
Leroy Brink
Brooks Family
The Browns
Joseph & Suzanne Burke
Carl & Rosanna Carlson
Sharlene Chapman
Chemerynski Family
Michael & Barbara Chesky
Joe & Karen Clemens
The Coffey Family
Andrew P. Crosby
The D’Antonio Family
Wendy DeFelice
Charles Denler
Kathy Doner
Heidie Endrelunas
Sue Farley
The Fitzgerald Family
John & Carol Fletcher
Richard F. Forand
Louise A. Fortier
Arline Fuller
Dorothy Gelsomini
Thomas & Heather Gray
Daniel M. Gutt
Guzman Family
Robert & Irene Haley
Richard & Janis Hartley

Ken & Dee Hjulstrom
Bruce & Sue Husta
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Kancler
Walter & Suzanne 

Karrenberg
Don & Nancy Lack
Ralph A. Lambiase
Tracy & Robert Leach
John & Loretta Lewis
Jackie & Joe Lovett
John & Anita Lucas
Mary & Ted Maher
Carol Maragnano
George H. Mayo
Donald N. McElwain
Rod & Sandy McFarland
Kristin & Brian McLaughlin
George Miner
The Mosdale Family
The Mucha Family
Marilyn Murphy
Patricia & Thomas Newhall
Andrea & Jim Northup
Wesley & Muriel Nowsch
Mr. & Mrs. Greg O’Brien
Joan O’Connell
The O’Donnell Family
Eleanor & Patrick Papineau
Sabrina Paradise
Patricia Plourde
Carol Poirot
Ed andDebbie Ressler
Barbara E. Richards
Amanda Roczniak
John & Alice Rowley
John Sahnas
Sara’s Home Childcare
Carol J. Shepard
Paul Shook
James Smith
Donald L. & Irene A. 

Sparks
Karen & Larry Starkowski
P.J. Sullivan
Ann Terezakis
Michael Traverso
Walter & Wendella Turgeon
John & Nancy Valentine
Carolyn Venceslau
David & Janet Wagner
Harold & Dolores White
Florence Wright
Dan & Abbey Young
Dana Zareski & Family

Patricia Bullock
Joan Fries
Huckabee Family
Michael & Paul Righenzi
Paula & Joseph Weber

We apologize for any errors or 
omissions. Thank you for your 
interest and support.

Richmond Memorial Library Association — 2008


